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for war and the arrogance of the Parisians passed all
bounds. What could be more agreeable than to hear over
and over again how those poor devils over the frontiers
were getting themselves killed for the sake of the Parisians
and for the increase of their glory ? Now and then Paris
enjoyed a spectacle like one of those triumphal processions
of ancient Rome ; the long ranks of prisoners of war were
led past the column of the Place Venddme. No wonder
that the Parisians continued to exhibit such an eagerness
for war! War was not considered as part of a matured
policy, but as an end in itself. Already at the present day,
we can clearly see the change which a genuine system of
military service has produced in the French point of view.
In words they are just as vainglorious as before, but their
boasting is no longer followed up by any action. Their
remarkable enthusiasm for war has really entirely vanished,
and for the simple reason that every Frenchman has only
one son, and that he trembles for the safety of this ewe-lamb
in the event of a war. But when it was permitted to hire a
substitute, Napoleon could be confident that public opinion
would not stand in the way of his lust for conquest." l

It is Prussia, he continues, which, in the face of much
ridicule, has familiarised Europe with the system of universal
service. Prussia has solved the military problem which all
States have to face. Her system has produced soldiers at
least as good as those of France ; and it has educated
the nation. One great merit of the Prussian system is
that it implies political freedom and serves as a guarantee of
the continuance of that freedom.

" The example of the German national Army has had an
irresistible influence on the rest of Europe. All the ridicule
formerly lavished on it has been proved in the wrong. It
was quite usual for foreigners to refer to the Prussian
Landwehr and the Prussian Kinderheer with a contemptuous

1 PoUtik, ii. pp. 392-3.